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Intro to Forecasting
Forecasting can be defined as, "is about predicting the future as accurately as possible, given all of the information
available, including historical data and knowledge of any future events that might impact the forecast" source. It should
be clear from the definition that forecasting can involve an almost limitless set of skills: for example, a bookie is
forecasting when he decides to bet against a team based on based on a hunch he has about a key player's injury.
Organizations often forecast based on expert consensus, but statistical techniques can improve accuracy. Excel's data
analysis toolpak provides two forecasting techniques ‐ moving averages and simple exponential smoothing. We'll take a
look at how these work using some oil price data.

Graphic Oil Price data
Let's look at crude oil price data available from Quandl, showing the daily price of crude oil since 2003. Highlight the
columns, select the "Insert" tab on the ribbon, and create a line graph:

Graph of daily oil prices:

Moving Average
Forecasting with a moving average means we predict that what is coming next will be the average of the past several
measurements.
To create moving average forecasts, first sort the data from oldest to newest, so that the data starts in 2003 and moves
to the present as we move down the spreadsheet:

select the data tab on the ribbon, then select data analysis. This will bring up a list of analysis tools. Select Moving
Average.
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Choosing an interval of three means that we predict the oil price for the next day will be the average of the three
previous days. The output range is shifted down by one row because we want to use the rows one, two and three to
predict the value for row 4. We get the following output:

Cell C5, for example, predicts the price of oil on January 7th 2003 will be $30.53, the average of the prices on the 2nd,
3rd, and 6th.

Evaluating Forecast Accuracy with Mean Average Percent Error (MAPE)
The next question is obvious ‐ how good is this forecast? Forecasting errors are often measured using MAPE ‐ mean
absolute percentage error. To calculate the MAPE, first calculate the absolute percentage error for each row. Use the
formulas shown below, dragging down column D:

Some of our predictions are very accurate, but there are some that are off by more than 13 percent! I found
a mean absolute percentage error of 1.64%, though yours will be different since the OPEC data is updated daily.

I adjusted the formula to use the average of the six prior values. The MAPE was actually worse ‐ 2.2% rather than 1.6%.
Next I tried just using an interval of 1 ‐ in other words, predicting that tomorrow's price will be the same as today. The
MAPE for this was 1.1%. So, it turns out the the naive assumption that tomorrow will be like today is actually better in
this case than a moving average:
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From <http://data‐analysis‐excel.com/intro‐to‐forecasting/>

According to the formula of MAPE:

Thus the MAPE=(SUM(D5:D3335)/(3335‐5+1))

Load the Analysis ToolPak
Important This feature isn’t available in Office on a Windows RT PC. Want to see what version of Office you're using?
The Analysis ToolPak is a Microsoft Excel add‐in program that is available when you install Microsoft Office or Excel. To
use it in Excel, however, you need to load it first.
Click the File tab, and then click Options.
Click Add‐Ins, and then in the Manage box, select Excel Add‐ins.
Click Go.
In the Add‐Ins available box, select the Analysis ToolPak check box, and then click OK.
If Analysis ToolPak is not listed in the Add‐Ins available box, click Browse to locate it.
If you get prompted that the Analysis ToolPak is not currently installed on your computer, click Yes to install it.
After you load the Analysis ToolPak, the Data Analysis command is available in the Analysis group on the Data tab.
Note To include Visual Basic for Application (VBA) functions for the Analysis ToolPak, you load the Analysis ToolPak ‐
VBA add‐in the same way that you load the Analysis ToolPak. In the Add‐ins available box, select the Analysis ToolPak ‐
VBA check box, and then click OK.
https://support.office.com/en‐us/article/Load‐the‐Analysis‐ToolPak‐305c260e‐224f‐4739‐9777‐2d86f1a5bd89
Insert a module in your workbook and paste the following code:
Code:
Function MAPE(Original As Range, Revised As Range)
Dim Divisor As Long
Dim x As Long
Dim Change As Double
Dim TotalChange As Double
Divisor = Original.Rows.Count
Change = 0
TotalChange = 0
For x = 1 To Divisor
Change = Abs(((Revised.Cells(x, 1) / Original.Cells(x, 1)) ‐ 1) * 100)
TotalChange = TotalChange + Change
Next x
MAPE = TotalChange / Divisor
End Function
Assuming your X data is in cells A1:A3 and your Y data is in cells B1:B3, enter the following formula in any other cell:
=MAPE(A1:A3,B1:B3)
*100 makes the result is in percentage
From <http://www.mrexcel.com/forum/excel‐questions/20193‐function‐calculate‐mape.html>

How to insert a module:
To copy that code, and add it to one of your workbooks, follow these steps:
Copy the sample code that you want to use.
Open the workbook in which you want to add the code.
Hold the Alt key, and press the F11 key, to open the Visual Basic Editor.
Choose Insert. | Module.
Where the cursor is flashing, choose Edit. | Paste.
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